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Portrait on Medal in the Signers of the Declaration Series Kenaan Phoro Studio 


Sharon Medal 


DEBORAH SAMSON 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE HEROINE 


Who is Deborah Samson? Why did Gover- . 


nor Patrick declare May 23, 2014 as Deborah Sam- 
son Day? Why have there been attempts to have 
postage stamps issued to honor Deborah Samson? 

Deborah Samson was a descendant of Wil- 
liam Bradford, Miles Standish, and John Alden. She 
was the daughter of Jonathan Samson, Jr. - off- 
spring of Isaac Samson and Lydia Standish — and 
Deborah Bradford — descendant of William Brad- 
ford. Deborah was born in Plympton, Mass. on 
December 17, 1760. 

Deborah’s father, Jonathan, Jr., felt that he 
was being left out of his complete inheritance, so 
he sold his share to his sisters, deserted his family, 
and eventually was reported lost at sea. Mrs. Sam- 
son could not care for all seven of her children. 
Therefore, she scattered her children to be cared 
for by others. 

Deborah lived with a cousin, Mrs. Fuller, 
until Mrs. Fuller’s death. A minister's widow, Mad- 
am Thacher, took Deborah in at age ten. It became 
difficult to care for the ailing Madam Thacher, so 
Mrs. Samson bound Deborah out with a farming 
family, by the name of Thomas, until she became 
of age, 

She did farm chores for the Thomas family. 
She learned to whittle, to become an expert in 
spinning and weaving, to make soap and candles, 
and to work in the vegetable gardens. 

in 1778 when she was free of bondage, she 
went from home to home in the winter spinning 
and weaving for various families. 

As a self-taught individual, she learned 
reading, writing, and religion, She taught school for 
two summers in Middleborough. 

There doesn’t seem to be any particular 
reason as to why Deborah decided to become a 
soldier in the Revolution. Some believe she want- 
ed to join because the Thomas brothers became 
soldiers. Others believe ancestral family members 
had participated in previous wars. Still, others be- 
lieve, she read many different accounts and heard 
many stories about the American Revolution. 

Being an expert spinner and weaver, Debo- 
rah made herself a man’s suit, as she had decided 
to enlist as a man in the Revolution. 


It is believed in one account, she dressed in 
a man’s suit, went to a tavern in Carver, drank with 
the men, which was not unusual at that time, and 
tried to enlist as Timothy Thayer. An elderly lady 
saw her and noticed her female mannerisms and 
believed the hand was that of Deborah. Deborah 
ran from the tavern when she was recognized. 

She attended the Congregational Church of 
Middleborough. Here the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was read. She joined the Third Baptist in 
1780. Rev. Noah Alden of the First Baptist Church 
in Bellingham often exchanged pulpits with Rev. 
Asa Hunt who was the pastor at her church. After 
her permanent enlistment, because it was rumored 
she had eloped and had dressed in man’s attire, 
she was excommunicated from the Third Baptist 
Church. 

Deborah left Middleborough and traveled 
through several towns searching for recruiting 
headquarters. She eventually came to Bellingham 
where it is believed she could be with Baptist 
friends and with Rev. Alden. He would help her 
find the highest bounty in the area. It is possible 
that she stayed at a tavern in Crimpville across the 
street from Elder Noah Alden (on the old Worces- 
ter — Taunton Highway). 

Deborah enlisted with the Continental Ar- 
my in Bellingham on May 20, 1782 signing her en- 
listment papers as Robert Shurtlieff. Posing as a 
man, she went to Uxbridge where Noah Taft 
chairman of class number 2 paid Robert Shurtlief a 
bounty of 60 pounds to serve three years. She was 
mustered In in Worcester on May 23, 1782 by 
Capt. Eliphalet Thorpe who was a soldier in Capt. 
George Webb’s company which was in the 4"" Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment commanded by Col. Shepard, 
and in General John Paterson’s Brigade. Thus, she 
became the first and only woman to enlist. 

She marched to West Point as a soldier 
during the American Revolution with her regiment 
and was in many skirmishes with the Tories and 
British. One skirmish was with Colonel James 
DeLancey who was raiding in the area of Tappan 
Bay. The Americans were saved from defeat. It 
was in this battle that Deborah was wounded at 
Tarrytown. She received a sabre slash on the head. 

She received two musket balls in the thigh 
when she volunteered to raid a Tory smokehouse 
for food. She removed one of the musket balls 


Con’t on next page 


herself. The other remained in her thigh until she 
died. 
Deborah was one of the soldiers to be dis- 


patched to protect the Congressmen in Philadelph- , 


ia Unpaid troops had placed guards at every door 
of the State House where Congress was assembled. 
Soon after, she was critically ill with typhoid fever - 
-“brain fever’- and put into a hospital. 

A Doctor Binney, a native of Boston, upon 
examining her discovered her true identity and 
brought her to his home. He did not divulge her 
secret. Later he sent her back to West Point with a 
letter to General Paterson. General Henry Knox 
signed her honorable discharge papers on October 
YE ves by te 

Deborah came home and went to work on 
her aunt and uncle’s farm in what is now Sharon. 
She , also, was employed in a school there. 

On October 14, 1784, a Benjamin Gannett, 
Jr. of Sharon, a farmer, and “Deborough” Samson 
of Stoughton (later Sharon) filed their intention of 
marriage. The following April, they were married. 
They had three children: Earl Bradford, Mary (Pol- 
ly), and Patience. (They also took in a motherless 
child ~ Susanna Baker Shepard.) 

Because there was little money to support 
the family, Deborah petitioned for her back pay for 
her military service. A representative of the peti- 
tioning committee read Deborah’s request. A note 
was issued to her in 1792 bearing the sum of thirty- 
four pounds with interest from October 23, 1783. 

She, also, made and sold “pie crimpers” 
whittled out of wood. 

Deborah went on a lecture tour to New 
York, Rhode Island, and towns in Massachusetts. 
Her first performance was at the Federal Street 
Theater in Boston on March 20, 1802. A ghost 
writer wrote a speech that she memorized and re- 
cited on her tour. She, also, performed exercises 
from a military manual and dressed in her military 
attire. It is believed she was the first paid woman 
lecturer. 

She was a friend of Paul Revere and, at 
times, accepted funds from him. 

In 1820, she partitioned for four dollars per 
month from the time others in the same situation 
received their pensions up to January 1803. No 
funds were received 


After Deborah died, Benjamin Gannett pe- 
titioned for his wife’s pension. It arrived three 
weeks after he died on January 9, 1837. 

Deborah died on April 29, 1827 in her son’s 
home in Sharon. There is no record of a military 
funeral. 

There have been many ways in which she 
has been recognized. Some of the more outstand- 
ing ones are: the monument in Rock Ridge Ceme- 
tery dedicated to Sharon soldiers in the Civil War 
and to Deborah Samson for her service in the War 
of the Revolution — given by her grandson George 
Washington Gay; stone 46 in the Altar of the Na- 
tion at the Cathedral of the Pines in New Hamp- 
shire; medals — reverse side of Carter Brown in the 
series of signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence; National Society of DAR series “Great Wom- 
en of the American Revolution”; the Sharon Bicen- 
tennial medal; and a Liberty Ship launched in 1944 
named Deborah Gannett. 

This article used information which is in 
the files at the museum. 

There has been much controversy over the 
spelling of Samson (Sampson) as you can see in the 
pictures and the article. It seems as if the contro- 
versy resulted from the “P” that was placed on a 
monument in Sharon erected about eighty years 
after Deborah’s death. 


View of imposing memorial 
erected in honor of the Civil 
War dead of Sharon and to 
Deborah Sampson. 

Dedicated in May 1908. 

This was a gift from the 
will of Deborah's grandson, 
George Washington Gay. 
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The Class of 


ineteen Flundred and Forty 


GABRIELLE DENISE MARTEL EUGENE FRANCIS GARNEAU 


“Gahy" “Gene” 
} Sautl Belfingham at 1 chain 
£ ollege AL 13, ollese 1, S, 
i Activitics: Presitent o Class, Captain of Basket Activities: Vice-President, Captain Haskethall, Prey. 
{ hall, Team, Rusiness Manager of Epilague, Glee Club, ident A. A., Baseball, 
§ Student Vaive Sul, A. A, Question: List the chief characteristics of Gene. 
5 Questions Why did we elect Gaby as president? Answer: Vhe chief characteristics of Gene are: 
j Answer: We chose Gahy us president beenuse we t, Fricuciiness 
helieved her tp ben keen and intolligent person, cap- 2. Couperntion 
able of executive efliviones, 3. Sportsmanship 
4+. Aguressivencas 
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ANGELA ANN GIGANTE LEO FREDERICK TROTTIER 
“Angie” South Bellingham 
South Bellingham College M.S, 
; : Business Activities: ‘Treasurer, Business Stal of Epilogue. 
Activities: Secretary, Secretary of Literary Society, Question; eserihe co. 
i ty Assistant of Epilogue, Glee Cluh, Student Auswer: Vo the point, quick, and sure, (that's 
fe Stall, Home “economies Club, Salatatorian, Trottier, Ne was always busy with some scholastic 
Question: What wns particularly significant about or social cudeaver, nad he never swervesl from his 


Angic? plains is regard to his particular widertaking. 
Auswerr: Angela wan un girl worth knawing, for she 
Wade everyone within hee radius yrateful far hor 
ae riculship.  “Trastworthy wad depentlable, she never 


ivemed Co Lire Of doing favers for others. 


JOHN FRANCIS BACZUK 
“Johnay" 
South Bellingham 
Business 

Activities: Public Speaking, Home Ecanamies Clab. 

Question: How did Jobn distinguish hinself during 
his Seviar year? 

Ausorr: (et scoms strange that having been with 
Johuny for four years, we only recently discovered 
that he had a marked oratorienl ability. We canoe 
forget his poise and skill during: bis performance at 
gur Public Speaking Contest. 


CHARLES LAURISTON BERRY 
“Charlie 
Helinghi Center 
Generat 
Artvities: Home Beonomics Club, 
‘heestians Whois this gentleman? 
lustre: We intraduce Charlic Rerry, u healthy boy 
urta happy felfow. He was wast devoted Lo one af 
his classnuites ia puuticular. In fact, Charlie repre. 
seared dhe Ronieo of the Class of 1940. For Julict, 
suv Kira Foley, 


ARTHUR EUGENE BOKOSKI 
“Ar” 
South Bellinghan 
nm Sry 3.5. 

Activities: Uaskerball, Baseball, Chairman Student 
Covernosent, Mone Economivs, a.A., Epitugae. 

Question: Prove ther Bokaski is versatile, 

Auswer: Ardhur's performance on the diamond, 
and on che baskethall court, as well as on the dance 
Noor, made him always welcome, Cannor his ver- 
sidility carry bias chrough life successfully? 


NELLIE JUDITH BACZUIK 
Noll’ 
South Bellinghwin 
Business 
Activities: Whist Conmittee, 
Questions Why did we adntire Nellie? 
Answer: Flere's a yvirl to wham we dott our hats, 
And why shouldn'’e we? After having heen away from 
schoat for some time, Nellie returned and nite ree 
markable progress, Verseveraace certninly docs not 
go varewarcertt ’ 


BARBARA J. BINKS 
“Babs” 
Sourh Milford 
College 13.5, 
Activities: Student Goverument Marstal, Ldicor of 
Student Voice, ome Eounninivs Club. ‘ 
Onestions tno what fel will Karhaca have success? 
Auswer: Vhere are sot many girls who have Bar- 
bara's talent in the arts of cooking and sewing, We 
think that her profcieney in chis course will dead ber 
on to special achievement, 


sistent heen : 
EDXNA BOUDREAU 
“ bright [eyes” 
Bellingham Center 
College A.B. ot , 
Activities: Student Vaire Stall, Hpifague Stall, 
Public Speaking, Literary Cluh. : 
Question: How do we visualize Fdloa ine the years 
Lo come? } \ j 
Answer: Edon truly had the qualifications of an 
orator, We cannot but picture her having a prominent 
position in the fecturiig lel. Fearless she was, 
possessing the modesty of truc womanhood, and the 
logic of a studious nine. 


FACULTY 


Jules |, Philie — Superintendent 
Lionel R. Trudeau — Principal 
Frances J. Ellis 
Home Economics, Physical Ed- 
ucation, Athletic Coach, Home 

Economics Club 
George F. Fitzpatrick 

Bookkeeping I, il, Economic 
Geography, Physical Education, 
Athletic Director 

Harold J. Granger 
Algebra Il, Physics, Chemistry, 
Trigonometry, Solid Geometry, 
Shop | 

James J. Keough 

English Il, General Science, Bi- 
ology |, Plane Geometry, Civics, 
Helen A. Lyons 

English |, Il, Ill, IV, Latin Il, IV, 
Senior Class Advisor, Literary 
Club, Faculty sponsor of Epi- 
logue 

J. Francis O’Mara 
U.S. History, 
Problems of Democracy, Latin 
|, Algebra |, General Science, 
Vocational Guidance, Glee 
Club, Camera Club, Junior Class 
Advisor 

Evelyn E, Pinardi 
English I, French li, Ancient His- 
tory, Junior Business Training, 
Salesmanship, “Student Voice” 
Advisor, French Club, Bicycle 
Club 

Anne C. Ward 

Shorthand |, Il, Typewriting |, Il, 
Ill, Dramatic Club, Sophomore 
Class Advisor 

Joseph H. Vezina 
Custodian 

Miss Elizabeth Martel 

Secretary to Superintendent 


HENRY WARREN RRUCE 
“Tank” 
South Bellingham 
Callepe B.S. 

Activitics: Tpilasue Art Stall, Slident Voie Stall, 
Public Speaking. 

Question: Where docs Hank's interest lic? 

Answer: “It auecly lies in the reality of sports, and 
notin the ficlds of literature. We think that he had an 
aversion to certain books, especially these that con- 
tained the musterpicees of certain writers, 


YOLANDA MARY CODA 


“Mav™ 
South Bellingham 
Hushiess 


Class Poem 


Here we stand upon the thresh- 
old, ° 

We, the eminent Class of ’40, 
Gazing at the paths that smile, 
And summoning us to go 

Along the winding way 

Of just an ordinary road. 

Oh! such promises they make; 
But we must go. 


High-school days have past, 
Those happy days could not last: 
The time has come to say our last 
Good bye 

To all who have been so dear. 
‘Tis been a pleasing trip-a jocund 
day, 

Sweet life, precious memories. 
We want to stay: 

Why can’t we? 


As we turn to eye our past, 
Beloved faces turn to smile; 
Those who shared our pleasures 
And chased away the tears, 

Who through friendship endeared 
our stay — 

Four brief and happy years. 


As we turn to face new paths, 


‘ 
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ROSAMOND BURK 
South Bellingham 
» Colleye A. ih... 

Activities: Gtee Club, Home Eeauamics Club. 

Questtan: Prove that Rosamond will be x competent 
teacher? 

Answer: Rosamond attended guicty to her own 
affairs, and she was an industrious worker, Berause 
she was such a painstaking student, we are confident 
that she will be a capable teacher. 


RAYMOND EVERETTE COOK 
“Raye! 
Bellingham Center 
ftua, General 
eletivities: Student Voice Staff. 


oe 


Vague shadows merge with glints 


Activities; Literacy assistant of Zpiloyne, Literary 
Club, Glee Club, 

Questian: Show Use orany ways to which Yolanda 
wun our respect acl arlmiragion? 

Auswer: Yolanda gained our respect and adinication 
by her refinement, diligence, punctuality, sind her ever- 


Question; How will we always remember Ray? 


% slaswer: Short aud slim; always laughing and never 
of light worrying: that ws Cook from head to toe. Wh 

worry about anything when it wouldn't help? That's 
the way this fellow looked at everything and, as he so 


Which speckle the untried road. 


realy assistanee. 


Yet, through these shades we will 
tread 

Unafraid, for will we not remem- 
ber; 

“Live pure, speak true, right 
wrong, follow the King.” 

And be led? 


Edna Boudreau “40 
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: : RITA MARION POLEY 
WILFRED epic a DUFRESNE : “Ronnie” 
“Willig” Nortk Bellingham 
Sonth Bellingham Te baacing 


Colloge B. 3S. 

Activities: Epilogue Art Stall, Camera Chub. 

Question: What wag Dul'resne’s chief contribution 
tu ottr activities? 

Answer: Vul’resne yave ample evidence of bis 
auctistic xbiliry ducing auc school years. Original anc 
photographic work was tloue in an exceptional manner 
by this vutsianding artist. 


often stated, it wasn't such a bad system after all. 


— ve 


Activities: Home Economics Club, Business Staff 


of Epilogue 


Questions What was Rita's favorite subject? Explain, 


Answer: We are sure that Rita liked nT 
font 


How remarkably she joined in with the students 


the three sections of Hellinghamw, especially the Center, 
We admire you, Rita, for your friendliness. Je has 


been grand Having you with us. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


PAUL ROBIDOUX 


CHAIRMAN OF 


a ‘BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
eae 
AVGUSTA HALL 
"Sing" 
BeVingham Center 
Business ' 
Activities: Hame Keonumiys Club, Cheer Leader, 
Srudent Government. é 
Question: What Muse did June follow? : 
Answers ‘Verpsichore, Godiless of Dancing, that's 
June. “Renad and round she xaos.” She wits ane of 
nur graceful dancers, and could be seen ot wil the sacials, 
tripping the Bight fantastic. Plousant, witty. aud cheer- 
ful, June has beft many mentories of her stay with ms. 


JUNE 


LEO A. MURRAY 


INSURANCE AND REAL ESTATE 


! 
| 
| 
TELEPHONE 
WOONSOCKET 4024 


OLGA PATRICIA KOSUBINSKY 
“Ollie™ 
Sonth Bellinghans 
Husiness 
Actraties: Mome Beonomics Club, Maskerball, 
Questum, Desertho Olygn. ; 
Answers “xuherance characterizes Olga, She wis 
rotly, cnergerie, and euthipiassie. Mihough she did 
rot Inin us wei! 00, she made herself part of us. i 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


oe, 


DANIEL J. BREEN 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


POC SRE BUET TE 


ALBERT 


PIERKE MARCHAND 
“Ar 
South Mellinghaiw 
College 1. 5. 

Arheitivs: Captain Saskerball, Baseball, Student 
Government. Paliis Speakiag, 

Question: List Al's aetiy ties during his school life. 

Auswees Als avtivicies during his school life are well 
warth cementbering, “They seemed to tie largely in the 
wthlerie held: baseball, haskethatl, football, teanis and 
volley ball. 


GILBERT JOSEPH TOUDE 
SGilly" 
South Yellingham 
Business 
Achvitteys Ao AL Chiss Vreasnrer 
Qnestian: Vreve chat Horde believed that iwa things 
could fe thane as easily as ane 
Anscer: Horde capably attended to his studies 
each day, having 10 de onptde work as well, Puith- 
fully he did bork, Gilbert was a gend staceat quiet, 
inteHeewnd, and reliant. We enjased your fricadstip, 
Houde, Marv fe be von to ven! 


REGINALD JOSEPH LERLANC 
“Cowhny" 
Narth Welling ham 
Husingss 
Actuutes: Senior Hop Canumeree 
Ouestiun: Show thar Letlane was a welcome add- 
ition te our class. 
Aomteers Leda was shy andl aedest ip the ebiss: 
rooms, Unt quite qa enrertamer ausside. The had such 
youd amiure aud kawness tos art others, tliat he stands 
am among the vest of the gels ane hoys, 


ADELE MORSE MELROSE 
“(ut 
North Hetlingtyan 
y Business 

_Aeihes: Kpitvene Sinil, Veosidear Literary Society 
Glee Clubs, Madent Ueire Sul, ; 
Onestions Why are we prom of Adele? 
Auswzer: Adele prersaniies elfiviency, 
tany duties, she had rine io givg 
OF course, her i 
best te you, Ade 


i Despite her 
id} wheuever neceled. 
stauee was over surishietory. One 


SIMONE LEOND RAINEY 
gi 
Sauth Bellinshain 
. Husiness 

Achyities> Home Keononiies Club, Whist Commies 

Questions What has heen Siniwne's repntaion among 
her chissnasetes! 

Aastorr: Simone war heard oul at balroquerit. itt 
tervals! We have uever kaown her to he anehscitable. 
Surety shis isa qnatiis welt worth norow smb eam: 
mending, 


“Morty” 
South Rellinghan 
General 


LYANDRO FRANK ROTATORI 
“Dea” 
Somh Beltinghiny 
Callege AL 13 

Achisttes> Basel, Valechetortion 

Ourstrat: Whatatid Leandra pease? 

Aaswrs Leino praved utt stadion and spurts 
could bg bieuded most suveesstally, fle used dhe same 
cagerness ail ambirion Tee bark his menu aad pliys- 
est endenas ars, 


COARLES WARKIEN SAR VIN 
“Charie™ 
Bellingham Conor 
Activities: Vaskerball, Baseball, Glome Meanamics 


Aciivities: Camera Club, Whist Chairman, 

Question; How did Schafer particularly show his 
capability during the Senior year? 

Auswecr; Wo cannot bur be grateful to Mortan far 
making aur first whist party a success. How welt he 
Managed every detail! Cle was a fine administrator 
and lender, fle has stzmpeel himself indelibly on our 
memories, 


Chih, Student Coie Stall, : ; ; 

Ouestinn? Whit is dhe ispression aia Cliwtie his 
left ou us? 

Ausiwer: N gentloman, a student, and an athloe 
thac is Charlie previscly., Such oa chissunue makes 
school fife sp happy ad calvable phat we are gratefal 
that we have lu! the upporcuniss pf mevsiag Chirctic. 


SLEANOR MABEL WHIPPLE 
Post Graduate 
South Bellinghya 

Artivities: Hane Economics Club. 

Question: Why do we like Eleanor? 

Answer: We rejoice that we have bad such an en- 
thusiastic post-yraduate. So well did she oiagle with 
us that we consider her not as an outsider, Init itaec 
valuable companion, 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE LENOX DINING ROOM 


AND 


LOG LOUNGE 


OUR FOOD JIS ALL HOME COOKED 


GEORGE .C, RHODES 


NATIVE WOOD AND LUMBER 
TRUCKING 
Fee eyo Ort 


WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND 


TELEPHONE 978-R-3 


SHARON BOX COMPANY 
-- INC. -- 


SHARON, MASS. 


ARTHUR RHODES 
PRES. AND TREAS. 


WOONSOCKET, R. I. 


MANUFACTURERS 
OF WOODEN BOXES 
AND SHOOKS 


GEORGE W.sCOGK CO, 


LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL 


TELEPHONE 3234-W SO. MAIN STREET 


SOUTH BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


MASCANOMO CLUB 


SCOTT HILL RD. BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN 
65c 


BANQUETS -STAGS - SHOWERS 
WEDDING BREAKFASTS 


{ 
OPEN FROM 1 TO 1 


THE BLUEBIRD 


BELLINGHAM CENTER 


AMBLER BROS. 


BALED HAY AND STRAW 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE PADDOCK 


BELLINGHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 


SCHOOL DAYS 


Memories of when | started going to 
school in Bellingham Center in the mid-thirties. 

The school had four classrooms two up and 
two down. Each classroom held two grades with 
one teacher for both grades. The 1% and 2™ and 
the 3™ and 4" grade classrooms were on the 
ground floor; and the 5" and 6" and the 7 and 3% 
grade classrooms were on the top floor, Also on 
the top floor was a teachers’ room. 

Teachers would spend time teaching one 
grade for a while, then give them some work to do 
while she went to the other side of the room for 
her other grade. It worked out pretty well. 

Down stairs, there was a room for the Su- 
perintendent of Schools. The basement contained 
the girls’ and the boys’ bathrooms (separated of 
course) and also a room where we ate our lunch. 

The janitor (Carlton Gaskill) kept the boiler 
going in winter for heat, and he also had the job of 
sweeping the floors in all the rooms and keeping 
the entire building clean, He also had to oil the 
floors often, wash the windows, etc. all alone. 

One of the first things you learned when 
you started school at the age of six is that you 
would walk to and from school. | had older sisters 
and brothers to assist me. The walking distance for 
the families on Rt. 140 was from the Four Corners 
{as it was known) to Bellingham Center. Moore’s 
Garage and Rapid Refill are now at the Four Cor- 
ners. 

The families that walked together during 
most of my 8 grades were: Frickers, and later the 
Wilsons, Fleuettes, Sanfords, Browns, Curtises, 
Bruneaus, Patricks, DePietros, Nasons and two 
Cook families. On the way to school, the children 
from each family would join in as the walkers 
neared their houses, but on the return, we would 
all start out together and some would leave as we 
neared their homes. There was very little traffic 
back then. 

The teachers, that ! can remember, except 
for the 1* and 2™ grades, were Miss Anna Heroux 
for grades 3 and 4, Mr. James Keough for grades 5 
and 6.. He later went to the high school and was 
replaced by Eleanor Bird. The 7™ and 8™ grade 
teacher was Miss Mabel Decelle who was also the 
principal. She was later replaced by Miss Langley. 


10 


Where the Police Station is now and part 
of the current parking lot was known as the Town 
Common and was our playground at recess for the 
5" through 8" grades. The-lower grades played on 
either side of the schoo! building. 

Thayer’s Store supplied us with milk for 3 
or 5 cents a pint for our lunches. One of us would 
be chosen each day to do the chore of getting the 
milk from the store that was across the street and 
bring it to the school. 

When we had no school on account of a 
snow storm, they would ring the school bell that 
brought us in from recess. If you didn’t hear it ear- 
ly in the morning, you walked to school in the 
storm only to be told, when you got there, there is 
no school today. 

Discipline was very strict in those days, and 
if you misbehaved you were punished. If your folks 
found out that you misbehaved, you were pun- 
ished again at home. Now, those were “the goo 
old days”. 

We had bus service in town back then by 
Johnson Bus Lines out of Milford. When you went 
to high school from Bellingham Center, you could 
ride on the regular bus route to get to school with 
no fee. They were also contracted for some bus 
routes. 

If you played sports in high school, you 
stayed after classes to do this. You ended up walk- 
ing home or “bumming” a ride by sticking your 
thumb out. This worked out fairly well for us in the 
center or the north end of town. Very few services 
were supplied during World War Il due to gas ra- 
tioning. 

Sometimes on the way home from grade 
school, we would stop and play in a brook only to 
be chased away by the owner if he saw us. Also, 
there was a sand pit where we would climb to the 
top then slide down in the sand to see how much 
sand we would have in our shoes. 

When we got home, we didn’t miss all the 
technology of today because there wasn’t any, and 
nobody could have afforded it anyway, 

The school system supplied you with a pen, 
pencil, and eraser. Each desk had a little ink well to 
dip your pen into. There were no ball point pens in 
those days. They taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetic without a calculator or computer. 

C.P. 


It was quite an ordeal, as a first grader, 
going to elementary school in the early 1940’s. We 
had to walk about a mile to our bus stop, Our St. 


Bernard, that followed us everywhere, walked with. 


us to the bus stop and returned home when we got 
on the bus. 

There were two bus routes. One for the 
North and the other for the South and Center. Our 
bus traveled to Silver Lake, Lake Street, Locust 
Street, and Wrentham Road to the South school. 
From South School, it picked up children all along 
South Main Street then on to Center School. 

Even though we went to Center School, we 
had to take that bus. 

In the winter, when the snow banks were 
high along the streets, where the bus had to go, 
there was one section of our route where the bus 
had to make a sharp, right turn. Many times the 
bus would get stuck in the snow, and, of course, 
we all cheered, because we would be late for 
school. We felt bad for the bus driver, especially 
for Jazzer, when he was driving, because we all 
liked him. 

At the end of our school day, we did it all 
over again, reversing the route, to get home. We 
were away from home over eight hours, which was 
a long day for young children. 

Anonymous 
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| walked two miles to South School. There 
were no buses for the children that lived in my dis- 
trict. South School was located where the Town 
Park is now. 

. We had an hour for lunch, therefore, | ran 
home for lunch. | would hurry through lunch, so | 
could get back to school to play Dodge ball, Red 
Rover, Red Light or several other games. 

On Fridays, my “Mom” would give me 
money (49 cents) to go to the Lennox Restaurant 
to eat fish and chips. This was a huge treat. The 
Lennox was located where Dean Bank now stands. 

When it snowed, | walked on Pulaski Blvd, 
facing the traffic. The sidewalks were not plowed 
back then. Pulaski Blvd. did not have the amount 
of traffic, as it does now. 

It was a difficult time, but time marches 
on. 

Anonymous 
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When attending South School, in the late thirties 
and forties, we were lucky to be able to board the 
bus in front of our house. Our, brother being old- 
er, had to walk about one mile to the corner of 
Railroad Street while he was in the first grade to 
catch the bus. We could wait under cover until we 
saw the bus coming down Cross Street, Before | 
started school, | can remember Lola and Gloria 
Meotti and Claire Benoit standing on our side 
porch singing while waiting for the bus. They had 
walked over from Silver Lake, The only song that | 
remember them singing was “The Butcher Boy for 
Me”, 

When we got on the bus, the pupils going 
to Center School were already on the bus, The 
next stop the bus made was at Barrows’ where Sil- 
via and her grandmother Mrs, Florence Barrows 
got on the bus. Mrs. Barrows would be dropped 
off at the Whipple farm at the corner of Luke 
Street and Wrentham Road where she did house- 
keeping and cooking for the Whipple men. 

Before the road was straightened out on 
Lake Street, the bus sometimes would get stuck in 
winter. This part of Lake Street had a curve as the 
road went up the hill in front of 322 Lake Street. 
Of course, Lake Street was a dirt road back then in 
the late 30’s, 40's, and early 50’s. 

Once we got to school, we would play out- 
side until the bell rang calling us in. The boys 
would line up and enter the building through a dif- 
ferent door than the one used by the girls. There 
were seven grades in South School. Our eighth 
grade was down stairs in the High School on Harpin 
Street. 

Our mother would make an entire loaf of 
bread into sandwiches for our lunch, and, yes, we 
saved the waxed paper they were wrapped in to be 
used again. 

At one time during World War Il, the WPA 
prepared hot lunches that were served in the up- 
stairs’ hall in the Community Building ~ now the 
Lyndon Murray Building. The cost of these lunches 
made of government surplus food was one cent 
per day, then soon raised to 5 cents per day. We 
tried the lunches for a couple of weeks, but didn’t 
like them. The foods, such as strawberry flavored, 
powdered milk. Baked beans served on Tuesdays 
were so salty, they were hardly palatable. We 
were accustomed to having good, home prepared 
food. So we stopped buying their lunch and went 


Con’t on next page 


back to sandwiches from home. Everyone still had 
to go to the Community Building to eat lunch even 
though you brought your own. By the time | was in 


the Fourth grade, we ate our lunch in the class- .- 


room. 

At South School, there was one grade in 
each classroom. The desks and chairs were fixed to 
the floor, however, the chairs had a limited height 
adjustment to accommodate both tall and short 
students. This type of desk and chair is on exhibit 
in the Historical Museum, 

Some of the teachers during the 1930’s 
and the 1940's: 

Grade 1 Miss Mae Ryan, Miss Frances Tyndal, and 
Mrs. Margaret Haynes 

Grade 2. Miss Marguerite Moran, Mrs. Gertrude 
Worrill, Miss DeSimone 

Grade 3 Miss Haassenfus, Miss Gertrude Rhodes 
Worrall, Mrs, Anita Freeman, Miss D’Avilar, Miss 
Gariepy, 

Grade 4 Miss Mildred Trafton 

Grade 5 Miss Baszner, Miss Ailene Fottler, Miss 
Dorothy Goguen 

Grade 6 Mr. Leahy, Miss Elizabeth Sullivan, Mr. 
Theodore Finnerty 

Grade 7 Mr. Theodore Finnerty 

Principals were Mr. Leahy, Mr. Finnerty and Mr. 
Minichiello, The principals also taught a class in 
addition to their duties as principal. 

Grade 8 was moved into the high school building 
on Harpin Street In 1946. In 1947, the 7" grade 
was moved to the high school. 

We had one teacher for all the subjects 
taught. There were no aides or special subject 
teachers. 

During World War Il, when we had practice 
air raid drills, we had to get under our desk. Anoth- 
er time, we had to go to an inside wall, put our 
arms against the wall and put our heads against 
our arms. One time we had to go to a field across 
Pulaski Blvd. from the school and lie down flat. 

In the South School! building, there were 
eight classrooms ~ four on each floor. On the first 
floor a “Nurse’s Room” was located where we 
were weighed, had height measured, and had our 
sight and hearing tested. A cot was there for any- 
one who was sick. We also got our diphtheria shots 
there. The schoo! nurse covered all the schools In 
town, and she made home visits if a student were 
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absent for a few days, or, if she was concerned 
about a student’s health or appearance. 

In the classroom, after opening exercises, 
we had to place a clean handkerchief on our desks 
and, also, put both hands on the desk palms down. 
As the teacher walked by each desk, we had to 
turn our hands over, so the teacher could see if 
both our hands were clean or if there were any 
signs of which the nurse should be made aware. 

Also, during the war, government surplus 
fruit was distributed. Apples were available a cou- 
ple of times and oranges once. A bushel box of 
apples or oranges was placed in the hall. The stu- 
dents in each grade were lined up, and, as they 
walked past the box, each student could take one 
piece of fruit 

During the war, scrap metal was collected 
to be melted down for use in the war effort. Stu- 
dents could bring small pieces, including flattened 
tin cans, to school and throw them into the pile 
which was in the school yard along the fence on 
the South Main Street side. 

These are some of my memories of attend- 
ing South School. If anyone has memories of going 
to elementary school in Bellingham, please share 
them with us. > 

MAC 
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Abraham Lincoln 
By: Katie Matczak 
Clara Macy Elementary School 
4 grade 
Class: Mrs. Goulet 


“Imagine if you were in charge of a coun- 
try. You have to make the best decisions for the 
country. Even if some are not happy with it. As 
the 16" president Abraham Lincoln had a lot of 
responsibilities. He was a very important part of 
our history and we are still happy with what he did 
today. 

When Abe Lincoln was elected many 
Southern people weren’t happy. They felt angry 
and upset. They did not want him as their presi- 
dent so they disbanded from the Union and made 
their own country. Abraham Lincoln’s biggest ac- 
complishment was leading the north in the civil 
war to victory. That was very important that the 
north won. If the South had won our lives would 
be different because we would still have slavery. 
People could own other people, and have control 
over them, and we would all be banished from 
people different from us. We would have to live 
like the past, and live separately from people with 
different color skin. 

Abraham Lincoln wanted to end slavery 
faster than Congress was making laws. So he 
wrote the Emancipation Proclamation, telling the 
Confederate States to free the slaves. When the 
Act took effect many black people came up to the 
North and joined the northern army to fight their 
old owners and the Confederate army. | think that 
Lincoln made our country stronger by unifying 
black and white people and asking them to fight for 
the same thing. 

My teacher always reminds us “quality VS 
quantity”. By that she means the quality of our 
work is better than the quantity of it. That goes 
without saying for Lincoln’s memorable speech 
“The Gettysburg Address”. In this powerful two 
minute speech Lincoln made it clear to everyone 
that he believed that all men are created equal and 
that all the men who fought and died in the war 
did not die for nothing. They gave their lives to 
have a free nation and Lincoln reminded everyone 
that the living needed to continue fighting for their 
freedom. 
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If it wasn’t for Abraham Lincoln’s belief, 
over one hundred years ago, that all men are cre- 
ated equal, Barack Obama would not be president 
right now, and the world would be a different 
place. The words in Lincoln’s speech that say we 
will always fight for our freedom are true. There 
are still people today that think that if someone 
looks different or sounds different they should be 
treated differently. There are also still people aho 
think men are better than women. One hundred 
and fifty years after his famous speech, it’s still up 
to the living to keep equality, as Lincoln said, from 
perishing from the Earth.” 


Katie read her essay at the Historical Mu- 
seum on February 17, 2014 as we observed Presi- 
dents Day. All Bellingham fourth graders were in- 
vited to submit an essay about the president of 
their choice. 

She was presented with a Certificate of 
Achievement and a gift certificate to a local book 
store. 


OOS 


3Y-LAWS AND RESOLVES, 


Of School District No, 9, in the Town of Bellingham, 
concerning their School House and School. 


ARTICLE I. 


every scholar mu st be cautious against tracking 
snow or dirt into the School House, spitting about 
the room, or otherwise soiling it. 


ARTICLE Hi, 


No scholar shall be allowed to stand or walk 
upon the seats or desks. 


ARTICLE II. 


If any scholar shall cut, or mark the Maps, 
Seats or Desk, break or crack the glass, deface or 
otherwise injure the School Louse, out-house, 
Pump, or any-of the District property, or any way 
trespass on any of the adjacent lands, sai. scholar, 
his parents or guardian, shall pay to the Pruden- 
tial Committee such damages as he may require, 


ARTICLE IV. 


If any scholar or person shall feel aggrieved by 
the damages required of them by the Prudential 
Committee, he may appeal therefrom to the Dis- 
trict at their next legal meeting. 


ARTICLE V. 


If any scholar shall put wood or coal inte the 
Stove or Furnace, or have any thing to do with it, 
except those to whose care it be intrusted, or by 
_ the request of the Teacher, said scholar, his pa- 
rents or guardian, shall for each offence forfeit the 
sum of twenty-five cents, to be paid to the Pru- 
dential Committee for the use of the District. 


| AATICLE VI. 


Any of the foregoing By-Laws may be altered 
or amended at any legal meeting of the inhabitants 
of the District by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present. 


RESOLVES. 

Resolved, That the Teachers be requested to 
exert their influence in securing a strict observance 
of the foregoing By-Laws and Regulations, also 
that they inform the Prudential Committee of al] 
violations of the foregoing By-Laws, and if possi- 
ble the names of scholars causing the same, and 
as the laws of this Commonwealth make it the du- 
ty of teachers, in addition to elementary instruction 
in the sciences, to watch over the moral conduct 
and habits of their pupils, not only in school, but 
going to and froin it, they should suffer no immo- 
vality or impropriety of conduct to pass without 
suitable notice and discipline therefor. 

Resolved, That we will always sustain our 
teachers, and co-operate with them in all reason- 
able measures for the maintainence of good order 
and discipline, and whatever will promote the jn- 
tellectual and moral improvement of the school. 


Resolved, That it is the imperative duty of pa- 
rents frequently to visit the School, to acquaint 
themselves with its condition and prospects; also 
to promote the regular and punctual attendance of 
scholars, in order to derive the greatest benefit 

from the school. 
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MAIL BOX NEWS 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
Enclosed is a check to the memory of 


Clement Brisson who was a childhood playmate so | 


many years ago. He was also our neighbor and a 
very nice boy. We played many games along with 
his younger brother Marcel. | did get to meet the 
young lady who later became his wife. It was such 
a pleasure, 
My condolences to the family. 
Anonymous 
Hi Folks! 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy 2014! See enclosed donation. 
| would like you to send the Crimpville 
Comments to my brother Moe Fleuette who has 
now relocated from Ohio to Connecticut. On a visit 
here in California in November, he really enjoyed a 
copy of the Crimpville Comments that | had left on 
the coffee table 
My brother and | were raised in a white 
house at Crooks Corner in South Bellingham near 
the Lennox Grill. Our dad started Model Dairy 
there. {and the Ice Cream Parlor) in the 30’s. Now 
the Dean Bank mall sits where our house and 
Model Dairy once stood. 
Keep up the good work! 
Rachile Fleuette Morales 
Glendale, CA 
Hello one and all, 
| enjoy reading your informative paper — It 
brings back memories of my youthful days growing 
up in Bellingham. Keep doing what you do. 
; Ken Young 
BHS ‘53 
| hope this check helps out in some way. 
I’ve enjoyed receiving Crimpville Com- 
ments in the past. | would like to receive them 
again. It’s always nice to hear of things in the past 
and also what is happening in the now! 
Florence B. Remillard 
BHS 1949 
To Bellingham Historical Commission, 
Gaby Martel and | spent many of our 
“growing up” years together in South Bellingham. 


In fact, we went in training together at Mil- 
ford Hospital, graduating from there in 1944. 
In reading your last issue, | was happy to 
see that you have heard from her and must have 
her address. Would you please send it to me so | 
can write to her? | seem to remember that it was 
changed, but | can’t seem to find any other. 
1am enclosing a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
Sincerely, 
Marion (Hogarth)Shangraw 
Class of 1939 B.H.S. 
Enclosed is a donation in memory of my 
brother — Walter J. Hogarth, Jr. B.H.S. grad. 
DEATHS 
Jane C. Alen 
Hannah (Arnold) Fredette Auston 
Roland Beauegard 
Richard Benson, Sr. 
Janice (O’Keefe) Billings BHS 1967 
Raymond J. Boucher 
David Brown 
Donald V. Brown BHS 1967 
Stephen Cellucci 
Nancy (Vasile) Dalpe 
John Embree Il! BHS 1965 
Gerard Frappier 
Bridget Grasso 
Matthew Hamlet 
Henry D. LaBastie 
Jeanine (Bouvier) LaFerriere 
Jean Paul LaFerriere 
Lucien Masse 
Meaghan McGrath 
John F. Murphy 
Leonora Lolly Pierannunzi BHS 1960 
Lorraine Gladu Roberts BHS 1962 
Marcel Rondeau 
John R. Schaefer, Jr. 
Robert Shea 
David R. Sherman 
Joseph A. Simmons 
Louis H. Spencer, Jr. 
Pauline Tarkington 
Edward Wyatt 
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